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Curriculum Vitae 
 

Jon Shefner 
 
OFFICE Department of Sociology 

901 McClung Tower 
  University of Tennessee 
  Knoxville, Tennessee 37996-0490 
  Telephone: (865) 974-7022 
  Fax:  (865) 974-7013 
  Email:  jshefner@utk.edu 
 
HOME  2205 Woodson Drive 
  Knoxville, Tennessee 37920 
  Telephone:  (865) 573-7162 
 
EDUCATION 
 
1997  Ph. D.  Sociology University of California, Davis. 
1987  M. S.   Sociology Colorado State University. 
1984  B. S.   Psychology University of Illinois. 
 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
 
Political Economy, Globalization and Development, Field Methods, Social Movements, 
Political Sociology, Green Economy, Latin America 
 
AWARDS AND HONORS 
 
2014-15 Distinguished Lecturer Award, Southern Sociological Society 
 
2013 Best Article Award, Political Economy of the World System Section of the 

American Sociological Association for Shefner and Stewart, 2011. 
 
2011 Betty Lynn Hendrickson Professorship of Social Science 
 (renewed 2013) 
 
2011 UT Alumni Association Outstanding Teacher Award 
 
2009 Chancellor’s Ready for the World Award for Contribution to Intercultural 

and International Awareness 
 
2009 Quest Scholar of the Week, UT Office of Research 
AWARDS AND HONORS, continued 
 
2008 Recipient of Chancellor’s Grant for Faculty Research 
 
2007 Recipient of Faculty Member of the Month Award, Order of Omega Kappa 

Epsilon Chapter, University of Tennessee 
 
2007  Recipient of Fulbright Research Scholarship Grant 

mailto:jshefner@utk.edu
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2005  Recipient of Professional Development Research 

Award, University of Tennessee – Knoxville 
 

2005 Recipient of Quality Enhancement Program Award to support immigration 
conference, University of Tennessee - Knoxville 

 
2004 Recipient of Michael Harrington Distinguished Teaching Award from the 

Society for the Study of Social Problems  
 
2003  Recipient of Professional Development Research Award,  

University of Tennessee - Knoxville 
 
2000 Recipient of Research and Creative Activity Award from the Council for 

Intellectual and Cultural Expression, UT - Knoxville  
 
2000 Community Partnership Center Fellow, University of Tennessee - 

Knoxville  
 
1999  Tulane University Mortar Board Salute to Teachers 
 
1998 Recipient of Stone Center for Latin American Studies/Mellon Research 

Fellowship, Tulane University 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
BOOKS 
 
Shefner, Jon, Harry F. Dahms, Robert Jones, Asafa Jalata (editors).  2014.  Social 
Justice and the University: Globalization, Human Rights, and the Future of Democracy.  
Palgrave Publishing. 
 
Jon Shefner and Patricia Fernandez-Kelly, editors.  2011.  Globalization and Beyond: 
New Examinations of Global Power and its Alternatives. Penn State University Press. 
BOOKS, continued 
 
Fran Ansley and Jon Shefner, editors.  2009.  Global Connections and Local 
Receptions: New Latino Immigration to the Southeastern US.  University of Tennessee 
Press. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2008. The Illusion of Civil Society:  Democratization and Community 
Mobilization in Low Income Mexico.  Penn State University Press.  Awarded Honorable 
Mention by the Society for Social Problems’ Global Section, 2009. 
 
Patricia Fernandez-Kelly and Jon Shefner, editors.  2006.  Out of the Shadows: Political 
Action and the Informal Economy in Latin America.  Penn State University Press. 
 
 
JOURNAL EDITOR 
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Jon Shefner, editor.  Forthcoming.  States and Citizens: Accommodation, Facilitation, 
and Resistance to Globalization.  Current Perspectives in Social Theory, Vol. 32.  
Emerald Press. 
 
Jon Shefner, coeditor.  2007.  Special Volume on NAFTA and Beyond: Alternative 
Perspectives in the Study of Global Trade and Development.  The Annals of the 
American Academy of Political and Social Science.  March, Vol. 610 
 
Jon Shefner, editor.  2004.  Special Volume on Latin American Social Movements, 
Mobilization, Volume 6, Number 3.  
 
 
ARTICLES IN REFEREED PUBLICATIONS 
 

Jenna Lamphere and Jon Shefner.  Forthcoming. “Situating the Green Economy:  
Discourses, Cooptation, and States”.  Current Perspectives in Social Theory, Vol. 32. 
 
Krista Brumley and Jon Shefner.  2014.  “Opportunity, Context, and Action: 
Understanding the divergent strategies of two Mexican social movement coalitions in a 
time of tremendous change”.  Sociological Spectrum 34,1. 
 
Jon Shefner and Harry Dahms.  2012.  “Civil Society and the State in the Neoliberal Era: 
Dynamics of Friends and Enemies”.  Current Perspectives in Social Theory, Vol. 30. 
 
ARTICLES IN REFEREED PUBLICATIONS, continued 
 
Jon Shefner.  2012.  “Democracy and Development”.  Review Essay.  Latin American 
Research Review Vol. 47, No.1. 
 
Jon Shefner and Julie Stewart.  2011.  “Neoliberalism, Grievances and Democratization: 
An Exploration of the Role of Material Hardships in Shaping Mexico’s Democratic 
Transition”.  Journal of World Systems Research, Volume XVII, Number 2.  Winner of 
Best Article Award, Political Economy of the World System Section of the American 
Sociological Association. 
 
Paul Gellert and Jon Shefner.  2009.  “People, Place, And Time: How Structural 
Fieldwork Helps World-Systems Analysis”.  Journal of World Systems Research, Volume 
XV, Number 2. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2007.  “Rethinking Civil Society in the Age of NAFTA: The Case of 
Mexico”. The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science.  March, 
Volume 610. 
 
Denise Cobb, Jon Shefner and Beth Rubin.  2006.   “Sponsored Social Change in a 
Public Housing Project.”  Qualitative Sociology Volume 25:2. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2004.  “Globalization and Democracy in Mexico”.  Soundings Volume 87, 
No. 1-2. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2004.  “Current Trends In Latin American Social Movements”. Special 
Volume on Latin American Social Movements, Mobilization, Volume 6, Number 3. 
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Donna Cherry and Jon Shefner.  2004.  “Overcoming Structural Barriers to 
Collaboration:  Multidisciplinary Lessons for Community Organizers.”  Journal of 
Community Practice, Vol. 12 (3/4).  Reprinted in University-Community Partnerships:  
Universities in Civic Engagement, ed. by T.M. Soska and A. Johnson Butterfield.  
Haworth Press: Binghamton, NY. 
 
Jon Shefner and Denise Cobb.  2002.  “Hierarchy and Partnership in New Orleans.”  
Qualitative Sociology, Volume 25:2. 
 
Jon Shefner and Robert Gay.  2002.  “The Politics of Field Research: Lessons from 
Brazil and Mexico.”  Canadian Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Studies Vol. 27, 
No. 54. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2001.  “Power at the Top.” Theory & Society 30:811-822.  Invited Review 
Essay. 
ARTICLES IN REFEREED PUBLICATIONS, continued 
 
Jon Shefner.  2001. “Coalitions and Clientelism in Mexico.”  Theory & Society 30:593-
628. 
 
Kevin Fox Gotham, Jon Shefner, and Krista Brumley.  2001.  “Urban Space, Local 
Knowledge, and Redevelopment in Public Housing.”  Research in Urban Sociology, 
Volume 7. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2000.  “Austerity and Neighborhood Politics in Guadalajara, Mexico.”  
Sociological Inquiry, 70:3. 
 
Jon Shefner.  1999.  “Sponsors and the Urban Poor: Resources or Restrictions?” Social 
Problems, Vol. 46, No. 3. 
 
Jon Shefner.  1999.  “Pre - and Post-Disaster Instability and Contentious Supporters: A 
Case Study of  Political Ferment.”  International Journal of Mass Emergencies and 
Disasters, Vol. 17, No. 2. 
 
Jon Shefner.  1995.  "Moving the Wrong Direction in Social Movement Theory".  Theory 
& Society, Vol. 24- 4:595-612.  Review Essay. 
 
Jon Shefner and John Walton.  1994.  "The Damnificados  of Guadalajara: Politics of 
Domination and Social Movement Protest".  Journal of International and Urban Regional 
Research, Vol. 17, No. 4.   
 
 
BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
Jon Shefner.  Forthcoming.  “The Politics and Ethics of Community Collaboration in 
Knoxville’s Green Economy”.  Chapter in Ethics in Practice, ed. by Martin Tolich.  Left 
Coast Press 
 
Shefner, Jon, and Robert E. Jones.  2014.  “Pressures and Possibilities: The University 
and Social Justice”.  In Shefner, Jon, Harry F. Dahms, Robert Jones, Asafa Jalata 
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(editors).   Social Justice and the University: Globalization, Human Rights, and the 
Future of Democracy.  Palgrave Publishing. 
 
Piven, Frances Fox, and Jon Shefner.  2014.  “A New Movement for Social Justice”.  In 
Shefner, Jon, Harry F. Dahms, Robert Jones, Asafa Jalata (editors).   Social Justice and 
the University: Globalization, Human Rights, and the Future of Democracy.  Palgrave 
Publishing. 
 
 
BOOK CHAPTERS, continued 
 
Jon Shefner.  2012. “What is Politics For?  Understanding Representation and Needs 
Satisfaction Through the Lens of Clientelism and Democracy”. Chapter in Clientelism in 
Everyday Latin American Politics, edited by Tina Hilgers.  Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2012.  “Global Civil Society or Global Politics”.  Chapter in Routledge 
International Handbook of World-Systems Analysis, edited by Salvatore Babones and 
Christopher Chase-Dunn. 
 
Jon Shefner and Patricia Fernandez-Kelly.  2011.  “Hegemons, Regions, and 
Expressions”.  Chapter in Globalization and Beyond:  Alternative Disciplinary 
Perspectives in the Study of Global Trade and Development, edited by Jon Shefner and 
Patricia Fernandez-Kelly.  Penn State University Press. 
 
Jon Shefner and Patricia Fernandez-Kelly.  2011.  “From Crisis to Opportunity – 
Globalization’s Beyond”.  Chapter in Globalization and Beyond:  Alternative Disciplinary 
Perspectives in the Study of Global Trade and Development, edited by Jon Shefner and 
Patricia Fernandez-Kelly.  Penn State University Press. 
 
Jon Shefner and Katie Kirkpatrick.  2009.  “Globalization and the New Destination 
Immigrant”, edited by Fran Ansley and Jon Shefner.  In Global Connections and Local 
Receptions: New Latino Immigration to the Southeastern US.  University of Tennessee 
Press. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2008.  “The new left in Latin America and the opportunity for a new US 
foreign policy“.  In Justice 21: Agenda for Social Justice, edited by  Kathleen Ferraro, 
JoAnn Miller, Robert Perrucci, and Paula Rodriguez Rust.  Society for the Study of 
Social Problems. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2006. “Do you think democracy is a magical thing?”  From Basic Needs to 
Democratization in Informal Politics”.  In Out of the Shadows, edited by  Patricia 
Fernandez-Kelly and Jon Shefner.  Penn State University Press. 
 
Jon Shefner, George Pasdirtz, and Cory Blad.  2006.  “Austerity Protests and Social 
Immiseration:  Evidence from Mexico and Argentina”.   In Latin American Social 
Movements, edited by Hank Johnston and Paul Almeida.  Rowman & Littlefield. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2004.  “Global Economic Change, Protest, and its Implications for U.S. 
Policymakers.”  In Agenda for Social Justice, edited by Kathleen Ferraro, JoAnn Miller, 
Robert Perrucci, and Paula Rodriguez Rust.  Society for the Study of Social Problems. 
BOOK CHAPTERS, continued 
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Jon Shefner.  1997.  "The Redefinition of State Policies in the Social Arena:  The Case 
of Mexico".  In The Changing Role of the State in Latin America, ed. by M. Vellinga.  
Boulder: Westview Press.  Also published as:  
1997.  “La Redefinición de la Política del Estado en el Campo Social con Énfasis en el 
Caso del México.  In El Cambio del Papel del Estado en America Latina, ed. by M. 
Vellinga.  Siglo XXI: México, D.F. 
 
Jon Shefner.  1996.  "Democracia de los de abajo:  procesos internos democraticos en 
tres organizaciones de movimientos sociales".  In La democracia de los de abajo, ed. by 
Jorge Alonso and J.M. Ramirez Saiz.  Universidad de Guadalajara: Guadalajara, 
Mexico. 
 
John Walton and Jon Shefner.  1994. "Latin America: Popular Protest and the State".  In 
Free Markets and Food Riots, ed. by John Walton and David Seddon.  Oxford: 
Blackwell. 
 
 
BOOK REVIEWS 
 
Jon Shefner.  2014.  Book Review of Chad Richardson and Michael J. Pisani’s The 
Informal and Underground Economy of the South Texas Border.  (Austin, TX: University 
of Texas Press, 2012).  American Journal of Sociology Vol. 119, no. 6. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2012.  Book Review of Mark Anner’s Solidarity Transformed: Labor 
Responses to Globalization and Crisis in Latin America. (Ithaca: ILR Press).  
Mobilization, Vol. 17:3. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2012.  Book Review of Athina Karotzogianni’s and Andrew Robinson’s 
Power, Resistance and Conflict in the Contemporary World: Social Movements, 
Networks and Hierarchies. (New York: Routledge, 2010).  Journal of World-Systems 
Research, Vol. 18:2. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2011.  Book Review of Sidney Weintraub’s Unequal Partners: The United 
States and Mexico (Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2010). Contemporary 
Sociology Volume 40. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2007.  Book Review of David Harvey’s A Brief History of Neoliberalism. 
The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science.  March, Volume 
610. 
 
 
BOOK REVIEWS, continued 
 
Jon Shefner.  2006.  Book Review of Kurt Schock’s Unarmed Insurrections: People 
Power Movements in Nondemocracies.  Minneapolis and London: University of 
Minneapolis Press, 2005.  Mobilization vol. 11, no. 2.  2006. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2004.  Book Review of Elizabeth Jean Wood’s Insurgent Action and Civil 
War in El Salvador.  Contemporary Sociology Volume 33, 5. 
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Shefner, Jon.  1998.  Book Review of Alejandro Portes, Carlos Dore-Cabral, and Patricia 
Landolt, eds.  The Urban Caribbean: Transition to the New Global Economy.  Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins University Press.  Social Forces, Vol. 76(4). 
 
Shefner, Jon.  1994.  Book Review of Alan Gilbert’s In search of a home:  Rental and 
shared housing in Latin America.  London: UCL Press Limited.  1993.  Journal of 
International and Urban Regional Research, Vol. 16, No. 3. 
 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 
Shefner, Jon, Jenna Lamphere, and Robert E. Jones.  2013.  “Let’s Grow Knoxville’s 
Green Economy 2013 Forum Report.”  UT Green Economy Initiative. 
 
Muschert, Glenn W., Kathleen Ferraro, Brian V. Klocke, JoAnn Miller, Robert Perrucci, 
and Jon Shefner (eds).  2012.  Agenda for Social Justice: Solutions 2012. Knoxville, TN: 
Society for the Study of Social Problems. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2013.  “After Chavez?  Pressures and Possibilities for Latin American 
States.”  Political Economy of the World-System Newsletter, Volume 13, Number 1. 
 
 
RESEARCH IN PROGRESS 
 
Jon Shefner, George Pasdirtz and Aaron Rowland.  2014.  “Austerity and Protest: 
Bringing Hardships Back In”.  Conditional accept from Journal of World Systems 
Research. 
 
Steve Panageotou and Jon Shefner.  2014.  “Architects of Austerity in an Age of Crisis 
Management: A Comparison of Latin American and Greek Experiences.” Under revision. 
 
Jon Shefner and Jenna Lamphere.  2013.  “US Deindustrialization and Possibilities for a 
Green Economy”. Paper presented at annual conference of the Society for the Study of 
Social Problems, under revision. 
RESEARCH IN PROGRESS, continued 
 
Jon Shefner, Aaron Rowland, and George Pasdirtz.  2013.  “The Long Wave of Austerity 
Protest”.  Paper presented at the Italian Political Science Association, Florence Italy and 
under revision. 
 
Jon Shefner and Zachary McKenney.  2014.  “Moving Beyond Poor People’s 
Movements: Global Change and New Opportunities”. Paper presented at the annual 
conference of the American Sociological Association, August 10, currently under revision 
for publication. 
 
Cory Blad and Jon Shefner.  2014.  “Double Movements Across Time and Space: State 
and Movement Responses to Debt and Austerity in Latin America and Europe”.  Paper 
presented at the 13th Annual Karl Polanyi Conference, Montreal, Canada. 
 
 
RESEARCH GRANTS, CONTRACTS, AND CONSULTING 
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Parwinder, Grewal, Virginia Dale, Art Ragauskas; Jon Shefner (UT: Co-PI with others).  
2014.  “Urban Sustainability and Resilience through Close-loop Local Food Systems.” A 
$11,953,185 grant proposal to the National Science Foundation, Sustainable Research 
Network Program, NSF 14-534 (Shefner - $105,436). 
 

Jon Shefner.  2014.  “Proposal to Highlander Center for Appalachian Transitions Fellow”.  
$12,000.  Funded. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2014.  “The Green Economy Initiative”.  Submitted as a proposal for an 
Organized Research Unit to UT Office of Research.  $25,000.  Funded. 
 
Josh Inwood and Jon Shefner, co-P.I.s.  2013.  “Enduring Questions: What Role Does 
Non-Violent Civic Action Play in Struggles for Greater Equality?”  Proposal submitted to 
the National Endowment of the Humanities Enduring Questions Program.  $32,000.  Not 
Funded. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2013.  “The Green Economy Initiative”.  Submitted as a proposal for an 
Organized Research Unit to UT Office of Research.  $60,919.  Not funded. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2012.  “Hosting the Executive Office of the Society for the Study of Social 
Problems”  $436,719 over 4 years. Funded. 
 
 
 
RESEARCH GRANTS, CONTRACTS, AND CONSULTING, continued 
 
Julie Stewart (P.I.) & Jon Shefner (Co-Investigator). 2010.  Russell Sage Foundation. 
“Immigration Politics Before and After the Great Recession: An exploration of the 
economic, religious, and cultural influences that shape the immigration debate in the 
‘New South’ and the ‘New West.’ Pre-proposal submitted February 14, 2011.  $106,071.  
Not funded.  
 
2010.   “Collaborative Research Project on Austerity and Political Response in Latin 
America”.  Grant proposal on austerity and state transition in Latin America submitted to 
National Science Foundation.  $315,000.  Not funded. 
 
2010.  Recipient of Ready for the World grant to create public/academic program on 
Poverty, Environment and Energy. 
 
2010.  Recipient of Ready for the World grant to support public lecture by Prof. Michael 
Zweig, Director of the Center for the Study of Working Class Life, SUNY Stony Brook. 
 
2010.  Recipient of Office of Research SARIF Grant ($3000) 
 
2008.  Recipient of Chancellor’s Grant for Faculty Research 
 
2007.  Recipient of Fulbright Research Scholarship Grant for research in Ecuador. 
 
2005.  UT ITC Faculty First Grant – Principal Investigator (funded and completed at 
$5000. 
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2005.  UT QEP Grant for conference “The New Faces of Tennessee:  Lessons for 
Academics and Practitioners. Co-Principal Investigator with Fran Ansley, College of Law.  
Funded and completed at $5000.  
 
2001.  “UT Initiative for Global Studies in Society and Culture.” A proposal to create a 
new Interdisciplinary Program in Global Studies at the University of Tennessee.  
(Funded and completed at $150,000). 
 
2001.  “Twenty-five Years of Global Protest: A Cross-National Examination of the 
Political Responses to Economic Stabilization”  (World Society Foundation, Geneva, 
Switzerland  - Funded and completed at $18,000). 
 
2000.   “American Transitions in a Globalizing World Speaker Series.”  A proposal to the 
UT Provost and Office of Graduate Studies, and to the Intellectual and Cultural 
Expressions group to bring in speakers to discuss different impacts of globalization on 
the Americas.  (Funded and completed at  $30,000). 
RESEARCH GRANTS, CONTRACTS, AND CONSULTING, continued 
 
1998.   “Team Ethnography Project.”  A $44,400 proposal to the Tulane University 
Campus Affilates Project to study changes in New Orleans public housing and an 
university-community partnership.  (Funded and completed at $44,000). 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
 University of Tennessee 
2014-   Editorial Board, Qualitative Sociology 
2010-   Professor and Head, Department of Sociology 
2011-   Board Member, Center for the Study of Social Justice, UT 
2009-   Fellow, Center for the Study of Social Justice, UT 
2008- Editorial Board, Critical Global Studies Book Series, Brill 

Academic Publishing 
2008- 2011  Faculty Associate, Howard Baker Center for Public Policy 
2008-   Editorial Board, Journal of World Systems Research 
2005   Associate Department Head, Department of Sociology 
2003-2010  Associate Professor, Department of Sociology 
2004-2010 Founding Director, Interdisciplinary Program in Global Studies 
1999-2003   Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology 
 
 Tulane University 
1998-2000 Coordinator, Campus Affiliates Program Team Ethnography 

Project, Tulane University, New Orleans, LA 
1997-1999 Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology and Stone Center of 

Latin American Studies 
 
 
CONFERENCES ORGANIZED 
 
2014.  Co-organizer with Harry Dahms and Allen Dunn of “Globalization, Critique, and 
Social Theory: Navigating the Divide between Theory and Practice”, 12th Annual 
Conference of the International Social Theory Consortium, Knoxville, TN May 16-18. 
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2013.  Organizer of “Growing Knoxville’s Green Economy” Forum, Knoxville, March 1. 
 
2011.  Co-organizer with Harry Dahms, Robert E. Jones, and Asafa Jalata of 
multidisciplinary conference “Social Justice and the University”, University of Tennessee, 
April 29-30. 
 
CONFERENCES ORGANIZED, continued 
 
2006.  Co-organizer with Fran Ansley of the conference The New Latino Immigration to 
the Southeast”, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, March 31 – April 1, 2006.   
 
2005.  Co-organizer with Patricia Fernández-Kelly of the conference, “NAFTA and 
Beyond: Alternative Disciplinary Perspectives in the Study of Global Trade and 
Development.” Center for Migration and Development, Princeton University, December 
2-3. 
 
2001. Co-organizer with Patricia Fernández-Kelly of the conference “Out of the 
Shadows: Political Action and the Informal Economy in Latin America and Beyond”.  
Center for Migration and Development, Princeton University, November 15-17.  
 
 
CONFERENCE SESSIONS ORGANIZED 
 
2013.  Co-organizer with Paul Gellert of “Green Economy Meets Extractive Economy: 
State Roles in Development Strategies” Session at annual conference of Society for the 
Study of Social Problems, NCY, August 10. 
 
2010.  Organizer of two panels on Alternative Globalization, Southern Sociological 
Society, Atlanta. 
 
2010.  Co-organizer of panel (with Krista Brumley) on Social Movement Coalitions:  
Context, Participation - and Success, Latin American Studies Association, Toronto, 
Canada,  
 
2009.  Organizer of three panels on Political Sociology, American Sociological 
Association, San Francisco. 
 
2009.  Co-organizer (with David Smith) of panels on Neoliberalism, Global Inequality, 
and Resistance and Politics of Inclusion/Exclusion in the Neo-liberal Agenda and 
Participatory Development and ASA Political Economy of the World System Section, 
Society for the Study of Social Problems 
 
2008.  Co-organizer (with David Smith) of a panel on Global Inequalities, Global Section 
and ASA Political Economy of the World System Section, Society for the Study of Social 
Problems. 
 
CONFERENCE SESSIONS ORGANIZED, continued 
 
2008. Co-organizer (with Shelley Feldman) of a panel on Archive and Field: Situating 
Long-Term, Large-Scale Change, Political Economy of the World System Section, 
American Sociological Association, Boston. 
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2007.  Organizer of Presidential Panel entitled “Globalization or Regionalization?” for the 
102nd Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association. New York, New York, 
on August 11-14, 2007. 
 
2007.  Organizer of a panel on Accommodation and Resistance to Globalization, Global 
Section, Society for the Study of Social Problems, 2007. 
 
2006.  Organizer of a panel on Regional Political Changes and Challenges to 
Globalization, Global Section, Society for the Study of Social Problems, 2006. 
 
2005.  Organizer of two panels for Global Section, Society for the Study off Social 
Problems, Pittsburgh, PA.  August, 2005. 
 
2004. "Globalization and Alternatives:  Policy, Resistance, and Accommodation."  Three 
sessions organized for the Conference of the Society for the Study of Social Problems, 
San Francisco, CA. 
 
2001.  “Researchers’ Politics and Fieldwork”.  Session organized for the conference of 
the Latin American Studies Association, Washington, DC. 
 
1999.  “The Intersection of Public Housing and the University: HUD Looks for Help”.  
Sponsored by the Community Research and Development Division.  Session organized 
for the Conference of the Society for the Study of Social Problems, Chicago, Illinois. 
 
1998.   “New Studies in the Politics of the Urban Poor.”  Session organized for the 
conference of the Latin American Studies Association, Chicago, Illinois. 
 
 
PAPERS PRESENTED AT MEETINGS 
 
Jenna Lamphere and Jon Shefner.  2014.  “Situating the Green Economy within the 
Sustainable Development Discourse: Opportunities and Challenges”.  Paper presented 
at conference of the International Social Theory Consortium, Knoxville, Tennessee, May 
15 
 
Jon Shefner.  2013.  “From Debt Crisis to Eurozone: The Long Sweep of Austerity 
Protest”.  Presented at conference of Italian Society of Political Science, Florence, Italy, 
Sept. 12-14. 
 
PAPERS PRESENTED AT MEETINGS continued 
 
Jon Shefner and Jenna Lamphere.  2013.  “US Deindustrialization and Possibilities for a 
Green Economy”. Paper presented at annual conference of the Society for the Study of 
Social Problems, NYC, August 10. 
 
 
Jon Shefner, George Pasdirtz and Aaron Rowland.  2012. “From Austerity to the Streets:  
Long-Term Hardships, the World-System, and Protest”.  Paper presented at annual 
conference of the Southern Sociological Society, New Orleans, March 24. 
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Jon Shefner, George Pasdirtz and Aaron Rowland.  2012.  “From Austerity to the 
Streets:  Long-Term Hardships, the World-System, and Mobilization”.  Paper presented 
at the 36th annual conference of the ASA section on the Political Economy of the World 
System, Worcester, MA, April 21. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2011.  “Protest, Legitimacy, and the State in Latin America: Lessons from 
Nicaragua, Mexico, and Ecuador”. Paper presented at annual conference of the 
American Sociological Association, Las Vegas NV, August 21. 
 
Shefner, Jon and Robert Antonio.  2011.  “Searching for Friends and Enemies: Civil 
Society and the State in the Neoliberal Era”. Paper presented at annual conference of 
the American Sociological Association, Las Vegas NV, August 20. 
 
Jon Shefner, George Pasdirtz, and Aaron Rowland.  2010.  “Bringing Hardships Back In:  
Unintended Consequences of Neoliberal Policies in Latin America”.  Paper presented at 
annual conference of the American Sociological Association, Atlanta, GA. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2009.  “Moving Beyond Poor People’s Movements: Global Change and 
New Opportunities”. A paper presented at the conference of the American Sociological 
Association, San Francisco, August 10. 
 
Krista Brumley and Jon Shefner.  2009.  ““Coalition Work: a comparison of two Mexican 
contexts”. A paper presented at the conference of the Society for the Study of Social 
Problems, San Francisco, August 9. 
 
Jon Shefner. 2009.  “The End of Neoliberalism?  How We Got Here, and What Might be 
Next”.  International Social Theory Consortium Annual Conference, Knoxville, May 14 
 
Jon Shefner.  2008.  “The End of Civil Society”.  A paper presented at the conference of 
the American Sociological Association, Boston, August 1-4. 
PAPERS PRESENTED AT MEETINGS continued 
 
Shefner, Jon and Paul Gellert.  2008.  “Stuck in the Middle: World Systems and the 
Dilemmas of Field Work”.  A paper presented at the conference of the American 
Sociological Association, Boston, August 1-4. 
 
Jon Shefner and George Pasdirtz.  2007.  “From Angry Wave to Pink Tide: Austerity, 
Protest, and Electoral Change in Latin America”.  A paper presented at the conference 
of the American Sociological Association, New York City, August 10-14. 
 
Jon Shefner.  2007.  “Austerity Protests and Political Change: How the IMF Unknowingly 
Contributed to the Re-emergence of the Left in Latin America”.  A paper presented at the 
conference of the Latin American Studies Association, Montreal, Canada, September 6-
8. 
 
Jon Shefner, George Pasdirtz, and Cory Blad. 2005.  “Austerity Protest and Political 
Change: Four Cases from Latin America.”  A paper presented at the conference of the 
Society for the Study of Social Problems, Philadelphia, August 12-14.  
 

http://convention2.allacademic.com/one/asa/asa11/index.php?click_key=1&cmd=Multi+Search+Search+Load+Publication&publication_id=505836&PHPSESSID=9ba64d07f3962679ff46b5141fd32435
http://convention2.allacademic.com/one/asa/asa11/index.php?click_key=1&cmd=Multi+Search+Search+Load+Publication&publication_id=505836&PHPSESSID=9ba64d07f3962679ff46b5141fd32435
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Shefner, Jon, George Pasdirtz, Regina Russell, and Sammy Zarhan.  2003.  “Explaining 
Variation in Austerity Protest”.  A paper presented at the conference of the Society for 
the Study of Social Problems, Atlanta, Georgia. 
 
Shefner, Jon.  2003.  “”Democracy for Whom?  Limited Changes in Urban Mexico”.  A 
paper presented at the conference of the Latin American Studies Association, Dallas, 
Texas. 
 
Shefner, Jon and Sherry Cable.  2002.  “The Impacts of Hardship on Mobilization.”  A 
paper presented at the conference of the Society for the Study of Social Problems, 
Chicago, IL. 
 
Shefner, Jon.  2002.  “What’s Democracy Got To Do With It?  Democratic Gains and 
Material Stagnation in Mexico.”  A paper presented at conference of the International 
Studies Association, New Orleans, LA. 
 
Shefner, Jon.  2001.  “From Popular Movements to Public Policy:  Outcomes of 
Democratization in Guadalajara”.  A paper presented at Out of the Shadows: Political 
Action and the Informal Economy in Latin America and Beyond at the Center for 
Migration and Development, Princeton University, November 15-17. 
 
PAPERS PRESENTED AT MEETINGS continued 
 
Shefner, Jon, and Robert Gay.  2001.  “Politics in the Field: Lessons from Latin 
America”.  A paper presented at the conference of the Latin American Studies 
Association, Washington, D.C. 
 
Shefner, Jon, and Sherry Cable.  2001.  “Outside the Frame: How Grievances Structure 
Social Movements.”  A paper presented at the conference of the Southern Sociological 
Society, Atlanta, Georgia. 
 
Shefner, Jon, and Ligia Tavera.  2000.  “Structuring Social Movements:  A New Look at 
Grievances.”  A paper presented at the conference of the Latin American Studies 
Association, Miami, Florida. 
 
Shefner, Jon.  2000.  “Crisis and University Response in New Orleans.”  A paper 
presented at the conference of the Society for the Study of Social Problems, 
Washington, D.C.  Co-authored by Denise Cobb. 
 
Shefner, Jon.  1999.  "The State, the University (and the Community?): Sponsored 
Social Change in New Orleans Public Housing.”  A paper presented at the Conference 
of the Society for the Study of Social Problems, Chicago, Illinois. 
 
Shefner, Jon.  1998.  “The Politics of the Urban Poor:  Toward a New Paradigm?”  A 
paper presented at the conference of the Latin American Studies Association, Chicago, 
Illinois. 
 
Shefner, Jon.  1998.  “Sponsors and the Urban Poor:  Resources or Restrictions?”  A 
paper presented at the conference of the Southern Sociologists Society, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
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Shefner, Jon.  1997.  “From the Counter-Elites to the Streets: Civil Society Challenges 
Clientelism in Guadalajara”.  A paper presented at the conference of the Latin American 
Studies Association, Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico. 
 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS, SEMINARS, AND WORKSHOPS – ACADEMIC 
 
2014.  “Theorizing Transnational Processes”.  Presentation at annual conference of the 
Southern Sociological Society, April 3. 
 
2012.  “Globalization, the Global Economy and Austerity Policy”.  Talk given for Baker 
Center Foreign Policy Week, Sept. 12. 
 
2012.  “Austerity, Protest, and the Struggle for the Global Commons”.  Paper given at 
Innsbruck University, June 11. 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS, SEMINARS, AND WORKSHOPS, continued 
 
2011.  “Social Movements, State Change, and Austerity”.  Lecture for UT Anthropology 
Department Visiting Scholars Series, November 10. 
 
2011.  “Protest, Legitimacy and the State”.  Paper presented at Thematic Panel on 
Conflict, Citizenship, and Development in Latin America" at the American Sociological 
Association Conference, Las Vegas, NV. 

 
2011.  “The End of Hegemony As We Know It?”  2011 Global Studies Founders’ 
Lecture.  University of Tennessee, March 29. 
 
2010. “Protest, Legitimacy, and the State in Latin America”.  University of Georgia 
Workshop on Culture, Power & History. Sponsored by the Wilson Center for the 
Humanities and Arts, the Latin American and Caribbean Studies Institute, and the 
Department of Sociology, University of Georgia, Athens, November 12. 
 
2009.  “From Civil Society to Regional Change in Latin America”.  Seminar sponsored by 
the Center for Migration and Development, Department of Sociology, and Program in 
Latin American Studies, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, Dec. 3. 
 
2009.  Invited participant at Conference on Clientelism and Democracy held on October 

2-3, 2009 at the Centre for Developing-Area Studies, McGill University, Montreal.   
 
2009.  “The Illusion of Civil Society”.  Seminar sponsored by Departments of Sociology, 
Economics, and Ethnic Studies, Colorado State University, April 16. 
 
2006.  “The Illusion of Civil Society”.  Guest lecture given at Swansea University 
Department of American Studies, October 19, 2006. 
 
2004.  “Spaces of democratization: Neoliberalism and the strata of civil society”.  
Presented at Research Workshop: The End of Public Space in the Latin American City?  
Center for Latin American Studies, University of Texas – Austin, March 4. 
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2003.  “The Magic of Democracy:  Neoliberalism, NGOs and Urban Political Change in 
Mexico”.  Presentation to the Latin American and Caribbean Studies Spring Lecture 
Series, University of South Florida, April 8. 
 
2003.  "Globalization of the World's Economy”.  Scholars Weekend Keynote 
Presentation to UT University Honors program, February 28. 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS, SEMINARS, AND WORKSHOPS, continued 
 
2002.  “What is Globalization and Why Should I Care?”  Presentation to UT Philosophy 
Club, November 14. 
 
2002.  “Do you think democracy is a magical thing?  Electoral reform and informal 
politics in Mexico.”  Presented at Princeton University, Princeton N.J., Oct 16. 
 
2002.  “Democracy for Whom? Democratization and Popular Politics in Urban Mexico”.  
Lecture given to UT University Studies Centripetal Series. 
 
2001.  “Coalitions and Clientelism in Mexico”.  Latin American Studies Program, 
University of Tennessee, March 30. 

 
2001.  Participant in panels on Human Rights and Sustainable Development, and 
Avenues for Democratization and Participation.  30th Annual Frank Church Symposium 
on International Affairs.  International Affairs Council, February 21-23, 2001.  Idaho State 
University, Pocatello, Idaho. 
 
1999.  Invited discussant at Poverty, Disasters and the Environment in Latin America 
conference.  Neotropical Ecology Institute, Tulane University, New Orleans, LA. 
 
1998.  “Field Research and Political Activism:  From Entry to Access in Mexico”.  
Presented at Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, March 24. 
 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS – COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 
2014.  “Notes on the Green Economy”.  Presentation for Strawberry Plains/Pellissippi 
Magnet School Teachers. July 29. 
 
2014.  “Campaign Finance and the Koch Brothers.”  Presentation for Oak Ridge League 
of Women Voters, May 6. 
 
2013.  “Making the Cuts:  Austerity Policies and Their Social Implications”.  Lecture for 
UT College of Arts and Sciences Pregame Showcase, November 9. 
 
2013.  “Campaign Finance, ALEC, and the Politics of Inequality”.  Keynote talk, League 
of Women Voters of Tennessee Spring Convention, May 5. 
 
2009.  “Globalization in Crisis: What Happened and What’s Next?”  Presentation at Oak 
Ridge Unitarian Universalist Church, March 29. 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS – COMMUNITY OUTREACH, continued 
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2009. “Global Financial Crisis and the Turn to the Left in Latin America”.  Presentation at 
Arnstein Jewish Community Center, Monday, March 23. 
 
2007.  “Understanding Globalization”.  Presentation at Faith Lutheran Church, Farragut, 
TN. 
 
2007.  “Democracy for whom? Latin American Politics”.  Presentation at Oak Ridge 
Institute for Continued Learning, Roane State College, Oak Ridge, TN. 
 
2007.  “Talking about Activism”.  Panel discussion at Heska Amuna Synagogue, 
Knoxville, TN. 
 
2004.  “Globalizing Alternatives”.  Presentation to Adult Sunday School, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Knoxville, TN, October 10. 
 
2004.  “Globalization and Tennessee Teachers”.  Keynote presentation to the Knox 
County Schools Social Science Teachers Inservice Day, Feb. 13. 
 
2003.  “Globalization:  What's it got to do with Tennessee?”  Presentation to the 
Chancellor’s Associates Breakfast, Nov. 11. 
 
2003.  “Globalization:  What's it got to do with Tennessee...and me?” Pre-Game Faculty 
Showcase, University of Tennessee, Sept. 6. 
 
2003.  “What’s Globalization Got to do With It?” Presentation to Kingston Rotary Club, 
April 1. 
 
2003.  “Lies our Government Tells Us”.  At “Perspectives on War and Peace” panel 
discussion, UT Memorial Center, March 11. 
 
2002.  Invited participant in panel “Cold War to War on Terrorism: Repeating Our 
Mistakes?”  Sponsored by Knoxville Area Coalition for Compassion, Justice, and Peace. 

 
2002.  “Life and Debt: The Realities of Globalization.”  A panel discussion sponsored by 
UT Issues Committee, April 23. 
 
2002.  “Globalization and Its Costs”.  Adult Program Lecture, Tennessee Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Church. 
 
2000.  "From the Golden Age of Capitalism to Neoliberalism: Free Trade and Real 
Protests".  Presentation for the UT Labor Teach-In. 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS – COMMUNITY OUTREACH, continued 
 
1999.  “The Implications of Structural Adjustment Policies for Latin American Business”.  
Invited presentation for the annual conference of the Business Association of Latin 
American Studies, New Orleans, LA. 
 
 
CLASSES TAUGHT 
Undergraduate 
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Introduction to Sociology; Social Problems; Research Methods; Introduction to Global 
Studies; Political Sociology; Social Movements; Comparative Poverty and International 
Development; US Foreign Policy in Latin America (Swansea University); Structures and 
Change in Contemporary Societies 2 (Innsbruck University) 
 
Graduate 
Advanced Topics in Political Economy – Development, Democracy, and Contention; 
Advanced Topics in Political Economy – Alternative Globalization; Foundations of 
Political Economy; Political Sociology; Field Methods; Field Methods in Latin America; 
Social Movements in Latin America; Urban Latin America; Social Movements and Social 
Change 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 
American Sociological Association; Latin American Studies Association 
Society for the Study of Social Problems; Southern Sociological Society 
UCW-CWA Local 38650; American Association of University Professors 
 
 
DISSERTATIONS AND THESES 
 
I have directed 4 Ph.D. dissertation committees.  I am currently directing 3 Ph.D. 
dissertation committees.  I have directed, or am now directing 12 Master’s committees.  I 
have served, or am serving, as a reader on 19 Ph.D. dissertation committees, including 
for students from SUNY Stony Brook and George Mason University, and as a reader on 
9 Master’s thesis committees.  I have served, or am serving, as a chair or member of 15 
Honor’s or College Scholar’s thesis committees. 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
2013.  “Fundraising 101 Seminar.  University of Tennessee, January 23. 
2011.  “Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences Department Head Seminar”.  Charlotte, 
NC, Feb. 24-26. 
REVIEWS 
 
I have reviewed for:  Social Problems, Social Forces, Social Currents, Sociological 
Forum, Mobilization, Latin American Research Review, Qualitative Sociology, 
Sociological Inquiry, Theory & Society, International Studies Quarterly, International 
Sociology, Habitat International, Comparative Studies in Society and History, 
Contemporary Justice Review, Current Sociology, International Journal of Mass 
Emergencies and Disasters, Journal of Iberian and Latin American Studies, Journal of 
Latin American Studies, the Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, the Journal of World 
Systems Research, Comparative Political Studies, Latin American Politics and Society, 
and Acta Sociologica.  In addition, I have reviewed books and proposals from Penn 
State University Press, University of Pittsburgh Press, Polity Press, the University of 
California Press, the Sociology program of the National Science Foundation, Canada’s 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, and the School of Social Sciences at 
the University of Crete.   
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL, UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE, AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
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Member, Nominations Committee, Southern Sociological Society, 2014-17 
Director, Green Economy Initiative, 2014- 
Member, Haslam Scholars Honors Program Curriculum Revision Committee, 2014 
Chair, Social Sciences Divisional Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, UT, 2013-14 
Member, Social Sciences Divisional Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, UT, 
2011-13, 2014- 
Member, Stakeholder Council of the Knoxville Smarter Cities Challenge, 2013- 
Department Head, Sociology, 2010- 
Member, Outstanding Book Award Committee, ASA Development Section, 2012 
Member, Nominations Committee, ASA Political Economy of the World System Section, 
2013 
Member, Ready for the World Global Action Committee, UT, 2013-16 
Member, UT Undergraduate Student Success Subcommittee, 2011 
Chair, Geography Head Search Committee, UT, 2011-12 
Member, College of Arts and Sciences Bylaws Revision Committee, UT, 2012-13 
Chair, College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee, 2013 
Vice-Chair, College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee, 2012 
Member, College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee, 2011 
Interviewer and Screener, Office of National Scholarships and Fellowships, UT, 2013- 
External Mentor for Bertin Louis, Anthropology Dept., UT, 2010 - 2013  
Member, Vice Chancellor for Research Search Committee, 2010 - 2012 
Chair, Lee Scholar Support Fund Committee, SSSP, 2011 
DEPARTMENTAL, UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE, AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, 
continued 
 
Member, Lee Scholar Support Fund Committee, SSSP, 2010 
Founding Director, Global Studies Interdisciplinary Program, 2004 - 2010 
Member, Arts and Sciences Convocation Research Award Committee, 2010 
Member, Global Studies Executive Committee, 2010 -  
Member, Justice 21 Committee, SSSP, 2009 –  
Member, Center for the Study of Social Justice Board, 2011- 
Member, Ready For The World Steering Committee, 2009 
Member, Political Science Department Ten-Year Review Committee 
Member, College of Arts and Sciences Strategic Planning Committee 
Member, Faculty Senate 
Chair, Faculty Senate Legislative Taskforce 
Member, Faculty Senate Budget Committee 
Social Sciences Caucus Chair, Faculty Senate 
Member, Campus Evaluation Committee for Fulbright U.S. Student Program 
Member, Dean’s Advisory Council, UTK 
Africana Studies Steering Committee, UTK 
Latin American Studies Steering Committee, UTK 
American Studies Steering Committee, UTK 
Center for International Education program review, UTK 
Member, Sociology Department Peer Review Committees 
Member, Graduate Admissions Committee, UTK Sociology 
Member, Performance Review Committee, UTK Sociology 
Member, Undergraduate Committee, UTK Sociology 
Member, Head Search Committee, UTK Sociology, 2002-3 
Member, Various Faculty Search Committees, UTK Sociology 
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Environmental Semester Steering Committee, UTK 
Chair of the Social Action Award Committee, SSSP 
Global Section Steering Committee, SSSP 
Global Section Student Paper Competition, SSSP 
Global Section Book Award, SSSP 
McNair Mentor (several occasions) 
 
 
REFERENCES 
 
 
Prof. Patricia Fernandez-Kelly    Prof. Julie Stewart 
Dept. of Sociology       Department of Sociology 
Center for Migration and Development   Westminster College 
Princeton University      Salt Lake City, Utah 
Princeton, NJ  08544  
 
REFERENCES, continued 
 
Prof. Frances Fox Piven      Prof. Cory Blad 
Dept. of Sociology      Department of Sociology 
CUNY Graduate Center     Manhattan College 
New York, NY 10016     Bronx, NY 10471  
             
Prof. Alejandro Portes     Prof. John Zomchick 
Dept. of Sociology    Vice Provost 
Center for Migration and Development   University of Tennessee 
Princeton University      Knoxville, TN 37996 
Princeton, NJ  08544 
 
 
Prof Sherry Cable 
Dept. of Sociology 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville, TN 37996 
 
 


