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Christina Ergas, Ph.D.
Department of Sociology
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E-mail: cergas@utk.edu 
EDUCATION

2013
 

Ph.D. 

University of Oregon – Eugene, Oregon




Sociology    

2008


M.S. 

University of Oregon

Sociology 

2003


B.S. 

University of Houston – Houston, TX 
 









Psychology

PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT

2023 – present 

University of Tennessee – Knoxville, TN




Associate Professor of Sociology 
2017 – 2023 

University of Tennessee – Knoxville, TN




Assistant Professor of Sociology 
2016 – 2017

Brown University – Providence, RI 




Postdoctoral Research Associate in Environment and Society

2014 – 2016

Willamette University – Salem, OR 




Visiting Assistant Professor of Sociology 

PUBLICATIONS


(* indicates featured research highlight)
Monograph 

2021


Ergas, Christina. Surviving Collapse: Building Community Toward Radical 

Sustainability. NY: Oxford University Press. 



Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles 
2023


Ergas, Christina and Richard York. “A Plant by Any Other Name… Foundations for 
Materialist Sociological Plant Studies.” Journal of Sociology. https://doi.org/10.1177/14407833211017209 

2021
Ergas, Christina, Patrick Greiner, Julius McGee, and Matt Clement. “Does Gender Climate Influence Climate Change?: The Multidimensionality of Gender Equality and its Countervailing Effects on the Carbon Intensity of Well-Being.” Sustainability. 13(7): 3956; https://doi.org/10.3390/su13073956

2020
McGee, Julius, Mackenzie Christensen, Patrick Greiner, Christina Ergas, and Matt Clement. “Gender Inequality, Reproductive Justice, and Decoupling Economic Growth and Emissions: A Panel Analysis of the Moderating Association of Gender Equality on the Relationship between Economic Growth and CO2 Emissions.” Environmental Sociology. 6(3):254-267.
2018
McGee, Julius, Christina Ergas, and Matthew Clement. “Racing to Reduce Emissions: Assessing the Relationship between Race and Environmental Impacts from Transportation.” Sociology of Development. 4(2): 217–236. 
2017
McGee, Julius, Christina Ergas, Patrick Greiner, and Matthew Clement. “How do Slums Change the Relationship Between Urbanization and the Carbon Intensity of Well-Being?” PLOS One. 12(12): e0189024.
2017 
University of Oregon Social Science Feminist Network. “The Burden of Invisible Work in Academia: Social Inequalities and Time Use in Five University Departments.” Humboldt Journal of Social Relations. 228-245.
2016


Ergas, Christina, Matthew Clement, and Julius McGee. “Urban Density and the 
Metabolic Reach of Metropolitan Areas: A Panel Analysis of Per Capita Transportation Emissions at the County-Level.” Social Science Research. 58:243-253.
2016
Ergas, Christina and Matthew Clement. “Ecovillages, Restitution, and the Political-Economic Opportunity Structure: An Urban Case Study in Mitigating the Antagonism between Humans and Nature.” Critical Sociology. 42(7-8):1195–1211.
2015


Clement, Matthew, Christina Ergas, and Patrick Greiner. “The Environmental 

Consequences of Rural and Urban Population Change: An Exploratory Spatial Panel Study of Forest Cover in the Southern United States, 2001-2006.” Rural Sociology. 80(1):108-136. 

2012


Ergas, Christina and Richard York. “Women’s Status and Carbon Dioxide Emissions: 

A Quantitative Cross-national Analysis.” Social Science Research. 41:965-976.  



* Featured as a Research Highlight in Nature Climate Change. 2(5):312 (2012).

2011


York, Richard and Christina Ergas. “Women’s Status and World-System Position:

An Exploratory Analysis.” Journal of World-Systems Research. 17(1):147-164.
2011


York, Richard, Christina Ergas, Eugene A. Rosa, and Thomas Dietz. “It’s a Material 

World: Trends in Material Extraction in China, India, Indonesia, and Japan.” Nature and Culture. 6(2):103-122.
2010
Ergas, Christina. “A Model of Sustainable Living: Collective Identity in an Urban Ecovillage.” Organization and Environment. 23(1):32-54.
Edited Volumes
Forthcoming
Ergas, Christina. “Gender and Climate Justice.” Solving the Climate Crisis: Social Scientists Speak Out. Edited by Kristin Haltinner and Dilshani Sarathchandra. Routledge.
Forthcoming

Ergas, Christina. “Real Utopian Stories to Counter the Climate Apocalypse.” Good 
Stories: Telling Against Trouble. NY: NYU Press.
2021


Ergas, Christina, Laura McKinney, and Shannon Bell. “Intersectionality and the 

Environment.” In International Handbook of Environmental Sociology. pp. 15-34. Edited by Beth Schaefer Caniglia, Andrew Jorgenson, Stephanie A. Malin, Lori Peek, David N. Pellow, and Xiaorui Huang. Switzerland: Springer.
2014
Ergas, Christina. "Barriers to Sustainability: Gendered Divisions of Labor in Cuban Urban Agriculture." In From Sustainable to Resilient Cities: Global Concerns and Urban Efforts. Vol. 14. Edited by William G. Holt. Bingley, UK: Emerald Group Publishing Limited. Pp. 239-263.
Encyclopedia Entry

Under Contract
Ergas, Christina. “Ecofeminism.” The SAGE Encyclopedia of Environmental Justice. 

Sage.   
Book Reviews

2013


Ergas, Christina. Review of Sustainable Urban Agriculture in Cuba. By Sinan Koont. 
(University Press of Florida). Monthly Review. 64(10):46-52. 
2007


Ergas, Christina. Review of From Hire to Liar: The Role of Deception in the 
Workplace. By David Shulman. (Cornell University Press). Work in Progress: Organizations, Occupations and Work Newsletter. Spring, pp. 10-11.
Other Publications  

2022
Ergas, Christina. “Surviving Collapse Through Social Transformation and Regeneration.” Monthly Review. https://monthlyreview.org/2022/07/01/surviving-collapse-through-social-transformation-and-regeneration/ 
2021
Ergas, Christina. The Conversation. “An Environmental Sociologist Explains How Permaculture Offers a Path to Climate Justice.” https://theconversation.com/an-environmental-sociologist-explains-how-permaculture-offers-a-path-to-climate-justice-165938 

2014


Ergas, Christina. “Considering Gender Equity: Pursuing More Sustainable Urban 
Environments.” Community and Urban Sociology Section Newsletter. Spring, 26(2):6-11.  
2012


Ergas, Christina. “Making the Invisible Visible: Gendered Work in Havana, Cuba’s 
Urban Agriculture.” Center for The Study of Women and Society Annual Review. P.10.
WORKS IN PROGRESS  



Monograph
In preparation
Ergas, Christina. “Gender Climate of Climate Change: An Intersectional Look at the Causes, Consequences, and Solutions”
Papers 
In preparation
Lovingood, Lilly, Chen, Chien-fei, Christina Ergas. “China Project.” 
In preparation
Landry, Emily and Christina Ergas. “Evolving Landscapes of Agriculture in Cuba: One Narrative in Cuba’s Environmental History”
In preparation
Ergas, Christina. “The Problem of Scaling Up”
In preparation
Sears, Clara, and Christina Ergas. “Perceptions of Risk and Eco-anxiety: Results from a Community Survey.” 
In preparation

McGee, Julius, Christina Ergas. “Ecological Modernization: A BIPOC Historical 

Analysis.”
In preparation

Ergas, Christina. “Working Toward Urban Sustainability: Comparing Two Cases.”

In preparation

Ergas, Christina. “A Method for Assessing ‘Real Utopias.’”
In preparation

Ergas, Christina.  “The Material Consequences of Environmental Change on Gender.” 

In preparation

Ergas, Christina and Hannah Holleman. “Environmental Justice in Cuba.” 
 
AWARDS AND HONORS 
2023


College of Arts and Sciences Distinguished Mid-Career Research Award (Nominated)
2023


Internal University of Tennessee competition for the NSF Research Traineeship 

(NRT) Program (Not Selected)
2021


Institute for Advanced Study (Not Selected)
2021


Thomas Jefferson Faculty Prize (Nominated/Not Funded)
2020


University of Tennessee, Office of Sustainability – Sustainability Champion Award 
2020


Andrew Carnegie Fellows Program (Nominated/Not Funded) $200,000 
2020


UTK Application: SARIF/EPPE Subvention - Three Source Funding $1,200
2020


NSF Grant (Not Funded) $651,563
2016


Superfund Research Program Community Survey $10,000 
2012


Research Data and Presentation Award $500

2011


Sociology Teaching Skills Certificate 

2010


Wasby-Johnson Dissertation Research Award $7,000

2010


Center for the Study of Women and Society Research Grant $2,500 

2006 – 2013 

Graduate Teaching Fellowship

2006 – 2007

Fighting Fund Fellowship $5,000
CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION 
(* indicates changes due to Covid-19)
2023
American Sociological Association (Philadelphia, PA) – Presider, “New Insights in the Sociology of Climate Change”
2022
American Sociological Association (LA, CA) – Real Utopian Stories for the Climate Apocalypse  
2021
American Sociological Association (online) – Evolving Landscapes of Agriculture in Cuba: One Narrative in Cuba’s Environmental History
2020
*American Sociological Association (San Francisco, CA/online) – A Plant by Any Other Name…: Foundations for Materialist Sociological Plant Studies
2020
*Pacific Sociological Association (Eugene, OR) – Surviving Collapse: Learning from Past and Present Social Movements and Sci-Fi
2019
American Sociological Association (New York, NY) – Three Components of Gender Equity and Their Relationships to Environmental Change
2018
American Sociological Association (Philadelphia, PA) – Scaling Up Socioecological Values: Comparing Two Cases of Urban Agricultural Experiments 
2018
Society for Human Ecology (Lisbon, Portugal) – Holistic Systems Approach to Agriculture and Water in an Ecovillage 
2017
American Sociological Association (Montreal, Canada) – The Problem of Scaling Up 
2016
NIEHS Environmental Health Science FEST (Durham, NC) – Communicating Environmental Risk: A Community Assessment Survey 
2016
American Sociological Association (Seattle, WA) – Racing to Reduce Emissions: Assessing the Relationship between Race and Environmental Impacts from Transportation 
2016
American Sociological Association (Seattle, WA) – Toward a Holistic Approach to Environmental Justice: Key Lessons from the Cuban Urban Agricultural Field 
2014
American Sociological Association (San Francisco, CA) – Working Toward Urban Sustainability: Comparing Two Cases 
2013
American Sociological Association (New York, NY) – Barriers to Sustainability: Gendered Divisions of Labor in Cuban Urban Agriculture 
2012
American Sociological Association (Denver, CO) – Restitution and the Metabolic Rift: How One Ecovillage Attempts to Mitigate the Antagonism between Humans and Nature 
2011
Power Shift (Eugene, OR) – Environmental Justice and Ecofeminism 

2011


American Sociological Association (Las Vegas, NV) – Women’s Status and CO2 
Emissions 

2011


Pacific Sociological Association (Seattle, WA) – How to Get into Graduate School 
Panel 

2010


Pacific Sociological Association (Oakland, CA) – Time-Use in Academia 




Pacific Sociological Association – Collaborative Research Panel



Pacific Sociological Association – Sharing for Sustainability: Community in an Urban 
Eco-Village
INVITED TALKS

2022


Jewish Climate Action Network (New York) – Gender and Climate Change (April 12)
2022


Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburg, PA) – Workshop: Climate Change, Inequality, 
and Livable Cities

2022
University of Tennessee (Knoxville, TN) – Just Environments Book Discussion Seminar: Surviving Collapse
2022


Sierra Club (Knoxville, TN) – “Surviving Collapse” 
2021


University of Tennessee (Knoxville, TN) – UT Science Forum: “Surviving Collapse” 
2021


University of Oregon (Eugene, OR) – “Surviving Collapse” 
2020


University of Tennessee (Knoxville, TN) – Sociology colloquium: “Surviving 
Collapse” 
2019


Amherst College (Amherst, MA) – “Holistic Approach to Agriculture” 
2019


University of Tennessee (Knoxville, TN) – Speaker at Climate Strike 
2017


March for Science (Providence, RI) – Speaker at March for Science 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

2016 – 2017

Rhode Island Environmental Justice Network – Brown University




As a principal investigator, I surveyed frontline communities in the Port of Providence 

and Mashapaug Pond areas, conducted interviews with key organizers in these 

communities, and analyzed networks between state, community, and academic organizations.  

2013 
 

Feature-Length Documentary – “Of Soot and Soil”




As investigator, co-producer, and co-director, I wrote grants, applied for fiscal 

sponsorship, and filmed interviews with key-informants.

2010 – 2013
Dissertation Research – “Barriers to Sustainability: A Cross-National Comparative Analysis of Urban Agriculture,” – University of Oregon (Eugene, OR)




As sole investigator, I obtained $10,000 in grants, designed qualitative research 

comparing urban agriculture in Cuba and the U.S., and analyzed data utilizing NVivo.  

2006 – 2012 

Social Science Feminist Research Interest Group – University of Oregon  




As a coordinator and co-investigator of an interdisciplinary research team, I delegated 

tasks, reviewed and wrote up literature, and analyzed data using Excel and NVivo.  
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

(* indicates graduate level course)



Assistant Professor at the University of Tennessee

Environmental Resources (Fall 2018, Spring 2019, Spring 2020, Fall 2020, Spring 2021x2, Fall 2021, Spring 2022, Spring 2023, Fall 2023)

*Environmental Justice (Fall 2018)

Communities (Spring 2018) 

Food, Agriculture, and Society (Fall 2017, Spring 2018, Fall 2021)

Surviving the End of the World (Spring 2020, Fall 2021)

*Environmental Theory (Fall 2020)

* Foundation of Environmental Sociology (Spring 2022)
Visiting Assistant Professor at Willamette University 

Gender, Queer Theory, and the Environment (Fall 2015)

Social Movements (Spring 2015 and Fall 2015)

Environmental Sociology (Spring and Fall 2014)

Gender and Society (Spring and Fall 2014; Fall 2015)
Instructor at the University of Oregon 

Women’s and Gender Studies (Winter and Spring 2013)
Sociology of Women (Fall 2010 and Summer 2009)
Sociology of the Mass Media (co-instructor) (Fall 2008)
Teaching Assistant at the University of Oregon
Introduction to Sociology (Fall 2013, Spring 2011, Winter 2010, Winter 2007, Fall 2006)
Women’s and Gender Studies (Fall 2012, Spring 2008) 

Feminist Perspectives: Identity, Race, Culture (Spring 2012)
Women’s Literature (Winter 2012)

Women’s and Gender Studies American History (Fall 2011)
Statistics (Fall 2010, Winter and Spring 2009)
Social Movements (Fall 2009)

Sociology Theory (Winter and Spring 2008, Fall 2007)

Social Inequality (Spring 2007, Fall 2008)

Tutor at the University of Oregon

2008 – 2009

Support Services for Student Athletes  
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
(* indicates elected position)

2023


ASA – Environment Section Climate Change Panel Presider 
2022 – 2024

*ASA – Environment Section Digital Communications Co-Chair (social media) 
2022 – 2024 

*ASA – Marxist Section Council Member, Chair of Membership Committee
2017 – Present 

Society of Human Ecology – Member 

2011 – Present 

American Sociological Association – Member 
2016 – 2017

EJL RI – Research partner for community engagement (Providence, RI)
2016 – 2017

UPP Arts – Research partner for community engagement (Providence, RI)
2014 – 2015 

Environment & Technology Section's Teaching and Outreach Committee – 
American Sociological Association  

2008 – 2011 

Teaching Orientation Leader – Sociology Department, University of Oregon 
2009 – 2012 

Pacific Sociological Association – Member 
2009 – 2010

*Co-coordinator – Social Sciences Feminist Network Research Interest Group 




University of Oregon (Eugene, OR)

2008 – 2009

*Steward – Graduate Teaching Fellows Federation (Eugene, OR)

2007 – 2008

*Executive Board Officer – Graduate Teaching Fellows Federation 

2006 – 2007
*Graduate Student Forum Representative – Sociology Department, University of Oregon
MANUSCRIPT REVIEWS 

Journal of World-Systems Research, Sage Open, Organization and Environment, Population and Environment, Sociological Perspectives, International Handbook of Environmental Sociology, American Sociological Review, Routledge, Social Forces, Critical Sociology, Human Ecology Review      
SERVICE 

UTK Department Service 
2023-present
Graduate Committee, Sociology Department, Committee member
2023
Chair of Environmental Sociology Search Committee, Sociology Department
2022-2023
Interim Director of Undergraduate Studies 

2022
Non-Tenure Track Lecturer Hiring Committee, Sociology Department
2021-2022
Non-Tenure Track Promotion Bylaws Committee, Sociology Department, 
2020
Sociology Hyflex Design, Department of Sociology, Led Canvas Resources Group, June 2020 - July 2020, Activity name: Sociology Hyflex Design Description: Provide online resources for Department Date Started: 01 Jun 2020 Date Ended: 31 Jul 2020 

2019
Environment Search Committee, Sociology Department, Search Committee Member, August 2019 - December 2019,

2019 
Comprehensive Exam Advisory Committee, Sociology Department, Research and present C-Exam options to faculty, April 2019 - August 2019 
2018-2023
Undergraduate Committee, Sociology Department, Committee member, Interim Director 2022-23, August 2018 – (ongoing), Attend meetings and decide on undergraduate curriculum.

2018-present
Environment Concentration Curriculum Committee, Sociology Department, Committee member (ongoing), Attend meetings, update website, and decide on environment curriculum. 
2018
Commencement Spring 2018, Sociology Department, Academic Procession, May 2018
UTK University Service 
2023
WGS Hiring Committee, WGS, associate program director search   

2023


Tennessee Transfer Pathway Social Sciences AA & AS

2023


Tennessee Transfer Pathway Criminal Justice AA & AS

2020-present
Dean’s Advisory Council
2020-present
Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies (WGS), Steering Committee 

2020
EUReCA, Office of Undergraduate Research, Judge, April 2020 

2020 
Apocalypse Semester Film Series, Sociology Dept., Co-organizer, January 2020 - March 2020, This did not work out due to Covid-19.

2019 
Baker Ambassador Program, Baker Center, Guest Speaker, November 2019, Baker Ambassador program, Nov. 13, 2019

2018-2019 
EUReCA, Office of Undergraduate Research, Social Science Judge Coordinator, Organized judges, December 2018 - March 2019 

2018 
Summer Undergraduate Research Internships, Office of Undergraduate Research, Judge, February 2018 - March 2018

2017-2018 
EUReCA, Office of Undergraduate Research, Social Science Judge Coordinator, Organized judges, December 2017 - March 2018 

Community Service
2022
Battlefield Farms, Volunteer with a local BIPOC-run urban farm in the historically Black neighborhood in East Knoxville that provides food and community support for the neighborhood.
2022
Better Nature, Board Member of a Non-profit that seeks to help formerly incarcerated women and refugee women find gainful employment through regenerative urban landscaping and forestry. 
2019
Climate Strike Public Speaking Community Engagement, Sunrise Knoxville HUB, Invited Speaker at Climate Strike, September 2019, 
2018-2019
Knoxville Climate Working Group, Coalition of Organizations, Co-organizer, Planner, and Advisor, June 2018 - December 2019, This organization meets regularly to determine strategies to put Knoxville on the path of reduced CO2 emissions in accordance with the Paris Agreement.
2017
March for Science Public Speaking Community Engagement, March for Science Providence, RI, Invited Speaker, April 2017 

2017
Port of Providence Community Educational Workshops, Environmental Justice League of RI, Co-coordinator and presenter, January 2017 - May 2017, I co-coordinated a series of workshops for community education on known risks and hazards at the Port of Providence. There were two 3-hour long workshops where the ex- director of the EJL and I co-presented to bring everyone up to speed.

2017
UPP Arts and Alvarez High School Community Engagement, UPP Arts, Coordinator and Facilitator, January 2017 - May 2017, I worked with Alvarez High School students to put together an informational packet that included my survey results to distribute to community members during the Urban Pond Procession.

2016-2017
Environmental Justice League of RI, Environmental Justice League of RI, Research and Volunteer, January 2016 - July 2017, I helped organize research to inform organization leaders about how people received information on ongoing environmental contamination in their neighborhoods.

2016-2017
UPP Arts Urban Pond Procession, UPP Arts, Research and Volunteer, January 2016 - July 2017, The organization was created to educate the community about water contamination in urban ponds. We did work with school children through art education and used their art to educate adults in a yearly procession. I helped organize research to inform the head of the organization about how people received the information.
2016
Environmental Justice Public Presentation, Providence, RI Green Drinks, Organizer, October 2016, Organized a public lecture on environmental justice.

2016
Community Forum Providence, RI, Coalition with EJL RI, FANG, RI EMA, EPA Region 1, RI DOH, Organizer, April 2016, I coordinated a panel of experts on RI emergency management at the Port of Providence, including people from the Dept. of Health, Dept. of Emergency Management, and the EPA. They spoke to community members about known risks and hazards and how to protect themselves.
MASS MEDIA

2021
The Conversation. “An Environmental Sociologist Explains How Permaculture Offers a Path to Climate Justice.” https://theconversation.com/an-environmental-sociologist-explains-how-permaculture-offers-a-path-to-climate-justice-165938 
2021
A Matter of Degrees Podcast. “How Gender Equality Can Save The Planet.” September 23. Interview. https://www.degreespod.com/episodes/episode-19  

2021
How to Save a Planet Podcast. “We Can’t Solve the Climate Crisis Without Gender Equality. We’ll Prove It to You.” September 23. Interview.
https://gimletmedia.com/shows/howtosaveaplanet/wbhv27e/we-cant-solve-the-climate-crisis-without 

2012
Natural Awakenings. “Green Gendering: Women Leaders Combat Climate Change.” October. Research cited in article. (http://www.naturalawakeningsmag.com/Natural-Awakenings/October-2012/Green-Gendering/). 

2012
Conservation. “Feminist Climate: Women’s Rights Appear to Reduce Carbon Emissions.” By David Malakoff. May 21. Research cited in article. (http://conservationmagazine.org/2012/05/feminist-climate-2/). 
2012
MS. Magazine. “Good News for Earth Day: Women Instrumental in Fighting Climate Change.” By Kristen Schuetz. April 22. Research cited in article.  (http://msmagazine.com/blog/2012/04/22/good-news-for-earth-day-women-instrumental-in-fighting-climate-change/).

2012
The Wire. “Men Are Basically Terrible for the Environment.” by John Hudson. April 3. Research cited in article. (http://www.thewire.com/national/2012/04/men-are-basically-terrible-environment/50684/). 

2012
Grist. “More Power for Women Means Less Climate Pollution, Study Suggests.” By Lisa Hymas. April 2. Research cited in article. (http://grist.org/climate-change/more-power-for-women-means-less-climate-pollution/).  

LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

Spanish


Intermediate reading and conversation skills 
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